■E'xtrrets  of  instructions  given  at  the 
opening  of  Liu-chow  Villtary  Conference 
(Part  I)  (2?  Feb.  2Pth  year  of  Chinese 
Republic  (1P40) 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/la78fc/ 


I  !_/  I 


I  I  I 


I  I 


II  <_<'// 


j-  j.i'  vOC  ii  L/50 

nor.ay,  at  the  opening  of  the  Conference,  J  shall  inform 

you  of  two  kinds  of  important  documents  which  we  obtained  from 
the  enemy. 

One  is  the  enemy's  proclamation  secured  at  Chuitang,  that 
is,  text  entitled  "Return  of  Chuitang."  The  original  text  says, 

'This  operation  broke  out  with  a  concentrated  attack  by  Chiang's 
troops  against  ours  stationed  in  Chuitang.  our  troops, 
he re fore,  grasped  opportunities  and  planned  a  large  scale 
counter-attack  operation.  During  the  operation  lasting  more 
than  fifty  dny.s,  a  few  battalions  dispatched  to  Chuitang  fiercely 
fought  with  Chiang's  troops  of  more  than  ten  divisions.  we  shall 
fully  express  our  respect  toward  Chiang's  forces  in  the  said 
district  who  were  bravest  compared  with  those  in  other  districts . 

Tt  was  indeed  praise  worthy  that  our  small  forces,  when  compared 
in  number  with  the  enemy  forces  so  doggedly  resisted  the  large 
enemy  forces  and  thus  heightened  cur  bravery  of  martial  glory  in 
the  eyes  of  the  outside  world. 

°ur  forces,  since  the  strong  defence  of  Chuitang,  have 
successfully  accomplished  our  purpose  of  smashing  the  enemy's 
sohemes.  "ow  we  are  going  to  retrocede  Chuitang  to  Chiang's 
forces.  Tn  conclusion,  we  praise  the  bravery  of  the  tens  of 
thousands  of  Japanese  and  Chinese  deceased  or  iniured  in  the 

neighbourhood  of  Chuitang  and  v/e  heartily  pray  the  blessing  for 
them" . 

*'03 1  of  you  must  have  already  read  this  proclamation.  ’Vhat 
are  your  impressions  about  it? 
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rr-exarri nu t Ion  of  yourselves.  The  contents  of  the  proclamation 
Itself  are,  of  course,  exceedingly  arrogant  and  full  of  contempt 
towards  us;  however,  all  our  offlc  ers,  non-commissioned  officers 
and  sbldlers  should  make  sufficient  study  of  it  and  should  always 
keep  this  in  "lnd . 

The  second  document  we  obta  ned  is  the  "Textbook  for  officers 
and  soldiers"  compiled  by  the  Military  Fopt.  of  the  enemy’s  Imperial 
General  Staff  Fq  .  All  of  you  arc  required  to  study  the  book,  vou 
should  fully  roulize  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  estimate  or 
judge  the  enemy,  as  vre  had  not  obtained  any  of  his  documents  in 

peace  time. 

T 

Now^ahall  re-read  the  table  of  t  he  contents  of  "Text-book  for 
Officers  and  Soldiers"  (Chief  Committee  read  the  full  text  of  the 
table  of  the  contents). 

Next  T  shull  make  a  few  explanations  of  the  contents.  First, 
the  preface’s  paragraph  20  of  Volume  I. is  indeed  worthy  of  our 
study  and  reflection  I  shall  explain,  in  the  following  each  of  the 
paragraphs  of  the  original  text. 


8.  As  to  pa rn graph  14  of  tho  original  text  reading, 

"Do  not  bo  discouraged  when  injured,"  there  appears  a  detailed 
explanation  In  my  instructions  in  "Model  of  Resistance"  and  in 
"Never  Retire  ,whcn  Injured"  of  "Bandit  warfare".  As  to  paragraph 
15  reading,  "Respect  the  war  deceased  and  the  injured",  v/c  must 
“specially  keep  thi3  sentence  itv  mind .  A  recent  enemy’s  radio 
broadcast  suid  that,  "We  have  retired  from  Chuitong  after  having 
performed  a  memorial  service  for  tho  war  dead"  . 

Horr  it  is  disclosed  how  lofty  the  spirit  ofPM^ht&i^ff<yleS^  -tools.org/doc/ 1  a78fc/ 
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Although  nt  present  it  Is  not  quit©  am  high  us  it  usually  is,  the 
enemy  always  r<  tires  after  having  removed  the  war  dead  and  the 
severely  in  .lured  from  positions.  Ft  thinks  it  a  groat  shame 
if  ho  has  not  done  this.  This  time,  in  this  aspect,  it  is  not 
quite  as  perfect;  however,  before  he  retreated  the  enemy  used  to 
perform  a  mourning  service  for  the  war  deceased.  A  commanding 
officer  takes  full  charge  of  r.  service  and  observes  it  very 
politely.  T  shall  question  you.  For  example,  what  actual 
circumstances  exist  before  you  commanding  officers  retreat?  *Tuvo 
you  over  thought  of  those  war-dead  or  injured  officers  and  soldiers 
in  the  battlefield?  Pur  Chinese  army,  in  the  outward  appearance 
looks  the  snv'P  as  those  of  other  countries,  however,  we  are  irferioi 
to  the  enemy  In  those  points,  that  is,  in  fighting  spirit  and  in 
morality,  wr  should,  hereafter,  try  to  diffense  both  of  the  above 
two  principles  among  our  subordinates  in  the  battle  f Isold.  That 
is  when  retiring, our  com  unding  officors  3’  ould  perform  a  f^orlal 
service  for  the  war-dead.  Those  who  arc  to  die  later  should  console 
the  souls  of  those,  who  have  already  died.  Put  t,hl3  must  not 
degenerate  into  f orr,nll t;>T  such  ns  to  observe  it  with  mere  attendance 
of  officers  and  soldiers  in  general.  You  Commanding  officers  who 
have  the  pewor  of  life  and  of  death,  and  disposal  rust  accept  full 
.responsibility  for  the  death  and  injury  of  your  subordinates,  of 
keeping  that  responsibility  in  ’  i.nd  observe  services  with  heartfelt 
sincerity  and  respect.  Also,  read  on  announcement  as  though  you  arc 
actually  facing  the  souls  of  thr  dead  officers  and  soldiers, 
consoliner  their  souls  by  swearing  your  death  at  the  war  front.  Py 
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doing  this,  you  would  indeed  be  prulsed  for  having  respected  the 
war  deoeosed  officers  and  soldiers.  For  this  reason  you  should  not 
und.ere3tip.at0  the  enemy's  proclamation  of  "Return  of  Chuitcng^"  Ohe 
an  ordinary  document.  As  I  have  mentioned  before  the  enemy 
performed  services  ond  consoled  the  soulJ|  not  only  of  Japanese 
soldiers  but  also  of  Chinese  deceasfd  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Chiutang.  Knowing  this,  do  you  not  foci  remorseful? 


Appendex 

HO  YING-CKIN'e  study  of  war  circumstances  and  Request  to  Staff 
Students  . 

Note  1.  This  is  the  full  text  of  instrutjjonu  made  on  15  Apr.  1F41 
by  HO  Y1NG-CHTM,  Chief  of  the  General  Staff  and  the  Military 
Government  Dept,  to  each  chief  administrator  (T.N,  n-t  clear) 
and  students  when  he  inspected  the  4th  body  of  the  ’Vartine 
Construction  Staff  Training  Group  of  Sean's  Military  Affairs 
Committee  (The  G*roup  was  presided  over  by  Chinng  Kal-skek).  This 
text  wn3  translated  from  "CHAN  KAN  No  147"  (4,  May  of  30th  year  by 
Chinese  Republic  calender)  (TN  1P41)  published  bv  the  political 
dept  of  the  said  group. 

(p.  163) 

Next,  I  shall  lecture  on  the  strategy  employed  by  ourselves  and 
by  the  enemy  during  the  1st  tern  period  of  the  resistance  war. 

The  ^ne-y's  strategy  during  this  period  was  "sudden  attack  quick 
results"  and  "swift  pouce,  swift  agreement",  because  the  enemy 
nation  is  limited  in  population,  lacks  resources ,  and  her  onlv 
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c'e,;.  endenoe  in  carrying  out  the  rhino  invading  operation  is  the  well- 
equipped  military  stength  numbering  several  tens  of  thousands.  The 
enemy  presumed,  at  the.  break  of  the  war,  that  he  would  be  able  to 
terminate  the  war  in  a  short  period  by  smashing  our  field  forces 
with  his  powerful  military  stength.  However,  our  operational 
policies  frustrated  theorems  strategy,  that  is  to  say  at  the  head 
of  the  war,  our  high  ranking  officers  of  officials  firmly  agreed 
upon  an  all-out  resistance  by  applying  the  principles  of  a  war  of 
attrition  so  ns  to  smash  the  enemy’s  illiusion  of  "sudden  attack 
quick  decisions".  On  this  point,  during  the  first  ter-  period  of 
the  resistance  war,  in  any  conference  large  or  small,  we  had  tried 
to  delay  for  time,  to  avoid,  a  final  decisive  combat  with  the  enemr, 
and  to  enlarge  the  operational  zone  to  which  we  induced  the  ene-v’s 
forces  in  order  to  bring  his  strength  to  saturation.  On  the  one 
hand,  we  connived  at  delaying  for  time  and  planned  the  consumption 
of  the  enemy’s  strength  and  on  the  other,  we  expected  to  enlarge  and 
replenish  our  own  military  strength.  In  a  few  words  the  enemy’s 
strategy  during  the  1st  term  period  of  t he  resistance,  war  was 
"sudden  attack"  "quick  decisions",  of  ours,  a. all-out  resistance 

and  the  consumption  of  the  enemy’s  power,  or  "delaying  action." 

(P  156) 

Our  high  ranking  military  officers  fully  realized  that  the 
enemy’s  rower  to  attack  had  reached  its  maximum  since  the  ^FATO- 
°Feratiou>  and  convened  the  first  supreme  military  affairs 
conference  at  PAN  vn*H,  at  which  time,  confirming  that  the  resistance 
had  moved  from  its  first  term  period  to  its  second,  decided  the 

PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/la78fc/ 

-  5  - 


i 


*•  Ik.1  C  ii  c.  ZiQ 

strategy  for  the  2nd  term  resistance  and  deoided  to  assume  the 
Initiative  In  the  var.  Since  then,  through  the  enemy  continue^  Its 
attack  against  vs,  we  have  gradually  gained  the  Initiative,  Such 

i 

strategy  is  designed  to  thrust  at  the  enemy's  weak  points  and 
reduce  Its  power,  "e  ,  at  the  same  time,  paid  attention  to  an 
operation  behind  the  enemy  Inf iltiating,  troof.s  Into  the  enemy's 
rear  and  attacking  them  with  the  co-operation  of  the  soldiers  an'’  th< 
people  of  the  area.  'T’hus  we  have  enlarged  the  operational  zone  and 
have  besieged  the  enemy  forces  in  each  occupied  territory  with  our 

soldiers  and  people.  That  Is,  the  enemy  forces  were  unable  to 

*  • 

oarrv  out  a  lhrge  scale  attack  with  any  concentration  of  his  military 
strength.  Pur  troops,  meanwhile,  continued  its  attack  against  the 
enemy  in  everv  battlefield  inflicted  great  losses  dailv  rendering 
him  unable  to  replenish  provisions  and  ammunitions,  i-arallol  with 
the  continuance  of  operation,  we  contlnvonsly  transferred  our  troops 
to  the  rear  for  recreation  and  training.  In  other  words  we  d’vided 
all  the  armed  forces  into  three  parts  at  that  ti*1©.  One  was  to 
cause  disturbances  in  enemy  oocupied  territories,  the  second  was  to 
fivht  against  the  enemy  at  the  front  and.  the  last  was  to  be 
transferred  to  the  rear  to  receive  supplementary  training.  Due  to 
the  mapid  ohanges  in  international  relations  we  could  not  relv  upon 
foreign  countries  for  the  supplv  of  munitions.  Therefore,  we 
e3tablshed  arsenals  in  various  places  in  the  r^ar  malrlv  to 
mnnufactuere  a^s  and  ammunitions  necessary  for  the  execution  of  the 
resistance.  The  operational  power  was  reinforced  and  everything  was 
in  readiness  to  deliver  a  hard  blow  to  the  enemy  at  the  first 
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opportunity.  The  above  strategy  is  what  our  high  ranking  offic 
agreed  upon  aw?  colled  "General  strategy",  with  the  applicatio: 
of  this  strategy,  in  les3  than  two  years,  the  enemy’s  invading 
forces  were  caught  deep  in  a  mire  from  which  they  could  not 
withdraw.  This  had  caused  a  sort  of  an  agglutinative  situation 
within  the  enemy  in  each  of  the  occupied  territories  at  present 

Therefore  during  the  2nd  term  of  the  resistance  war,  our 
forces  have  gained  a  decided  advantage  on  the  point  of  military 
strategy.  Since  the  second  term  resitance  broke  out  our  fbrces  ha 
constantly  been  on  initiative  and  have  been  harassing  the  enemv 
both  at  the  frout  and  in  the  rear.  According  to  statistics  from 
Jan.  (1928  of  the  28th  year)  to  Jan.  of  this  year  the  number  of 
combats,  regular  or  guerilla,  totaled  17,  681.  Since  so  many 
combats  occurred  within  a  span  of  just  two  years  fighting  has 
broken  out  in  various  districts  of  our  large  Chinese  Mainland. 

The  enemy  was  too  exhausted  to  do  anything  except  to  sit  tight  a 
receive  our  attacks  and  suffer  losses.  Thus  the  enemy*3  secret 
plan  of  "foster  wa^  with  war"  was  completlly  smashed.  That  is, 
operational  lossea  have  been  exceedingly  great  and  difficulties 
the  distribution  of  military  strength  have  arisen.  The  enemy 
continues  to  mobilize  in  the  homeland  and  is  barely  able  to  send 
its  surviving  combatants  back  to  the  homo  land  for  recuperation . 
Appendix 

2.  Chunges  in  the  battle  tactics  of  forces  both  frieadly  and 
enemy  in  the  Sino-Japan  Incident  by  tAI  CHUNG-HSI 
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NOTF  1.  This  information  is  a  translation  of  "Changes  of  Friendly 
ftn^  vnemy  Military  Tactics  in  the  Resistance  War'1,  appearing  li 
the  4th  term  of  the  "Monthly  of  Military  Staff  College  staff 
Officers"  (published  1  Dec.  30th  year  of  Chinese  JSupublic) 

(T,N.  1241)  compiled  by  the  north  western  section,  of  the  staf’ 

✓ 

sec.  of  the  enemy's  Military  stiff  College. 

i 

2.  Change  to  Guerilla  Warfare. 

Tn  tho  Shane i  area,  since  the  fall  of  TAIYUAN  and  LINFRJM ,  our 
military  taet5.es  have  gradually  changed  from  the  pur^  regular 
tactics  to  the  mixture  of  the  gueril_a  one.  Tho  so  called  name 
"guerilla  tactics"  was  generally  known  then,  however,  no  one 
had  adopted  it  when  we  look  into  the^bistory  of  guerilla  tactic 
in  Russia  it  was  called  "Partisan"  and  was  employed  during  her 
war  against  Sweden  in  the  17th  century  by  using  cavalry  men  to 
break  the  enemy's  long  communication  lines,  in  1912  at  the  tim 
of  Napoleon's  expedition  into  Russia,  the  French  foroes  were 
defeated  after  having  been  greatly  harassed  by  guerilla  tactics 
of  the  Ri  ’•sian  army.  The  tactics  especially  revealed  Its 
effectiveness  in  the  Soviet's  revolutionary  war.  Also  these 
tactics  were  employed  in  the  Franco-Frussian  War  and  In  the  Civ 
War  in  the  United  States.  In  Sliansi  when  the  enemy  commenced  1 
attacks  on  the  TAT UNG -PUGH 0W  line,  FENGLING-TU  and  CHUNTU,  the 
Oeneral  Staff  Hqs,  decided  on  the  employment  of  the  guerilla 

tactics.  The  gist  of  operational  orders  given  to  the  2nd  operatic* 

ZOne  Were  as  follows*  PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/la78fc/ 

T.  Shansi  is  the  fortress  of  North  China  and  the  important 

—  8  - 


II  I  l_  IJ 
II  I  i  ~l  I 


I  II  II  I  J 
I  II  II  I  I  ~ 


II  II  II 
I  I  I  ~  ~l  ~l 


L'EF  LOC  ir  ft50 

liaision  lino  of  thr  whole  front,  and  Its  loss  would  have  o 
profound  effect.  For  this  very  reason,  it  shall  never  be 
forsakcnj^.  ,ye  have  already  ordered  the  HOfcANG  force  to 
defend  it  at  all  cost.  If  any  one  attached  to  2nd  operations 
zone  ever  crosses  the  river  and  retreats  without  an  order,  he  wl.li 

bo  shot  to  death,  regardless  of  the  official  rank  he  possesses. 

-» 

2.  Each  force  shall  deploy  a  dispersed  formation  with  a 
devision  of  brigade  as  a  unit  and  for  a  while  shall  only  perform 
guerilla  tactics,  avoiding  the  regular, 

3.  Retreat  shall  not  be  directed  towards  HON  All  or  HOSE 
but  to  the  east  or  north  which  means  the  uer.y*s  rear.  At  that 
tiwe  the  enemy  was  preparing  large-scale  tactics  intending  to 
deal  in  a  heavy  blow,  and  before  the  arrival  to  LINFEN,  in  a 
propaganda  broadcast  said,  *:7,'e  are  again  set  to  accomplish  a 
"Tannenberg*  annihilation.”  In  view  of  the  situation  prevailing, 
this  enemy's  plan  was  not  entirely  impossible .  It  takes  three 
hours  at  least  to  cross  and  recross  the  Yellow  River.  It  was 
feared  that  the  crossing.  cf  the  river  by  a  large  force  of  several 
hundred  thousand  may  cause  confusion  and  collapse  not  only  by  the 
present  of  the  enemy  but  by  our  own  forces'  struggle  for  boats. 

The  supreme  command  hqs,  therefore,  planned  to  secure  its  positions 
before  the  rever^and  the  tactics  of  our  army  were  changed  In  this 
oocasion  of  course  at  the  very  tv-g^ning,  guerilla  tactics  were 
discussed,  however,  no  one  ever  employed  them,  it  was  because 

thp  "a.lority  of  the  commanders  were  those  who  had  cmlv  acauired 
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is  directed  at  rieht  angle  to  the  front,  while  in  the  guerilla 

one  it  is  directed  to  the  enemy»s  back  without  any  defenitc 

direction,  which  can  not  be  expected  in  the  former  tactics. 

In  the  regular  tactics  attack  is  possible  only  when  powerful 

forces  are  available.  It  says  in  an  old  Chinese  military  book 

’’Encircle  when  it  is  ten.  Attack  when  it  is  five",  however, 

guerilla  forces,  do  not  require  powerful  military  strength  and 

4 

.t 

are  able  to  attack  an  enemy  force  of  one  division  with  friendly 

forces  of  one  requirement,  one  battalion,  or  one  company  or 

sometimes  v/ith  one  platoon  or  one  squad.  These  are  revclutionar 

tactics.  It  would  have  been  impossible  for  us  to  fight,  at 

that  time,  had  we  observed  only  the  regular  tactics.  According 

to  my  point  of  view,  in  the  transference  from  regular  combat 

to  guerilla,  we  are  requested  to  exhibit  a  force  revolutionary 

spirit.  Only  then  can  wo  expect  to  effectivily  utlllize  these 

re.volut ictiary  tactics.  In  the  regular  tactics,  military  strength. 

% 

equipment  and  nature  are  rcqtUrcd  to  be  equally  furnished,  thoug) 
in  the  revolutionary  tactics  this  is  not  always  so;  What  w«  are 
executing  to-day  is  a  racial  revolutionary  war  and  a  special  kinc 
of  revolutionary  tactics  should  naturally  be  employed  "Cavalry  ma 
in  Chinese  strategy  conforms  to  "small  combat"  in  German  strategy 
such  tactics  as  cavalrymen"  or  "small  combat"  necessarily  appeare 
in  Shansi.  Change  methods  when  perplexed,  these  changes  open 
paths  these  openings  permit  eternal  hope  which  is  the  nearest 
thing  to  being  divine.  Military  science  also  is  not  fixed 
and  unchangeable  such  things  as  tactics  are  ' a?8 ‘c/ 
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according  to  tine  and  place.  YUEH  WU  FT7  said,  "it  is  the  wa 
of  military  strategy  to  fight  after  setting  positions.  The 
beauty  operation  exists  in  ones  soul  "The  existenre  of  fnncuc 
Chinese  generals  of  olden  times  is  not  limited  to  Y^EH  ’YU  NTT, 
SUN  PIN  defeated  ^EI's  soldiers  by  diminishing  the  number 
(TN-purposely  lessening  food  nations )of  ovens  YU  HSU  defected 
the  named  tribes  by  increasing  the  number  of  (TN-increasing 
food  nations)  ovens.  In  CHINGCHING,  HAN  HSIN  gained  victory 
after  having  set  a  position  with  the  river  in  the  back  such 
as  to  place  his  troops  into  the  Jaws  of  death  V.A  SU  was  defea 
in  KAI  TING  after  having  set  a  position  setoh  as  to  place  his 
troops  into  the  jaws  of  death.  These  are  all  special 
examples  of  military  strategy  and  prove  the  changes  in  milita; 
strategy  with  the  passage  of  time.  It  was  because  Napoleon, 
according  to  situations,  reformed  and  renovated  the  antiquat< 
18th  oentury  military  tactics  that  in  the  beginning  he  wen 
every  bet  Me  he  fought.  It  was  because  other  countries  suoh 
as  England  and  Germany  gradually  rqfi.izcd  the  necessity  of  the 
reformation  of  their  tatics  that  in  late  years  he  was  defeater 
At  present  we  are  not  applying  guerilla  tactics  in  all  the  war 
fronts.  At  the  NAN  YUEH  Conference  (TNj  conference  in  which 
the  way  of  the  2nd  term  resistance  was  determined)  It  was 
decided  that  one  third  of  the  military  strength  would  be  put 
in  occupuid  territories  to  perform  guerilla  combats,  another 
one-th^fd  to  be  set  in  the  front  of  CANTON-HANKOW  line  to 
resist  the  enemy,  and  the  remaining  third  to  remain  in  the 
rear  to  be  trained  and  reoriented,  in  the  Instruction  of  the 


* 
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Chirf  committee  at  HAN  YTJEH  Conference  It  aaya  “Guerilla  comba 
superior  to  regular  combat Its  real  meaning  resides  not 
attaching  a  great  Importance  merely  to  guerilla  combat.  He 
tried  to  draw  the  people's  attention  to  guerilla  combat  to  plan 
effective  use  of  the  original  rules  of  the  regular  tactics 
skilfully  combined  with  guerilla  tactics. 
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